Joint Notice

U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Treasury Office of Inspector General
Reminding All Emergency Rental Assistance Financial Assistance Award Recipients of
Responsibilities and Requirements for Reporting Fraud and Reimbursing Fraud Losses and Unallowable Costs
October 4, 2024

I. Overview
Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury (Treasury) and the Treasury Office of Inspector General (OIG) are issuing a reminder to all grantees and subrecipients of Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) financial assistance awards of your responsibilities to use the awards only for those purposes set forth in the ERA authorizing statutes and to comply with the requirements under the Uniform Guidance for reporting fraud and reimbursing Treasury or grantees’ ERA programs for fraud losses and unallowable costs.
Section 501 of Division N of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, and section 3201 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 established Emergency Rental Assistance programs, respectively referred to as “ERA1” and “ERA2.” Treasury has allocated these funds in accordance with the legislative mandates for the uses specified in the legislation, which are codified at 15 U.S.C. §§ 9058a and 9058c. For ERA1 awards, the period of performance for the initial allocation of award funds and reallocated funds ended on September 30, 2022, and December 29, 2022, respectively. For ERA2 awards, the period of performance for the initial allocation of award funds and reallocated funds ends on September 30, 2025.
II. Reporting Requirements
A. ERA financial assistance awards must be administered in accordance with the applicable ERA authorizing statute, Treasury’s program guidance,[footnoteRef:2] and other applicable federal statutes and regulations, including certain provisions of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit requirements for Federal Awards (“Uniform Guidance”) at 2 CFR Part 200.  [2:  See Guidance | U.S. Department of the Treasury (https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/guidance).] 

B. Currently, 2 CFR § 200.113, Mandatory disclosures, requires the timely disclosure in writing to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity of all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the Federal award. 

III. Reimbursement Requirements
A. Grantees are expected to reimburse Treasury or their own ERA programs with their jurisdiction’s own non-ERA funds for ERA award funds that were disbursed due to fraud. As the period of performance for ERA1 has ended, grantees should contact Treasury for repayment instructions and deadlines to return ERA1 award funds to the Federal Government pursuant to the instructions on pages 6 and 7 contained in Treasury’s notice “Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA1): Closeout Resource,” (Updated January 3, 2023).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Available at Guidance | U.S. Department of the Treasury (https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/guidance).] 

B. Grantees are also expected to reimburse Treasury or their own ERA programs with their jurisdiction’s own non-ERA funds for ERA award funds that were expended for other unallowable costs. Treasury recognizes the unique emergency circumstances in which the ERA programs were required to be implemented and encourages grantees to contact Treasury to discuss repayment timelines and options that may be available to recharacterize funds previously expended. 
IV. Manner of reporting for grantees and/or their subrecipients
Please submit individual cases of fraud, waste, or abuse related to the ERA awards to the Treasury Office of Inspector General hotline at https://oig.treasury.gov/report-fraud-waste-and-abuse. Pursuant to the requirements of 2 CFR 200.113, please also report all violations of federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the ERA award to Treasury’s Office of Capital Access at EmergencyRentalAssistance@treasury.gov. 
A grantee or its subrecipient must report a “bulk” submission of multiple cases of fraud, waste, and abuse related to the ERA awards to Treasury OIG and any violations of federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the ERA award to Treasury’s Office of Capital Access, at ERAGranteeSubmissions@oig.treas.gov and EmergencyRentalAssistance@treasury.gov, respectively, using the embedded spreadsheet below (or its own spreadsheet or database as long as it includes substantially the same information requested in the spreadsheet):


In your submission, if applicable, please also report whether you have returned to Treasury funds lost due to fraud. Alternatively, if you took other corrective actions to remedy the funds lost due to fraud– e.g., used your jurisdiction’s own non-ERA funds in the amount of the monies lost due to fraud for eligible ERA services or activities during the ERA1 award period of performance – please provide such evidence to Treasury.  If you have not yet returned funds to Treasury or provided evidence of other corrective actions, please provide your detailed plans for doing so, including with respect to timing.
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Bulk ERA Reporting  Spreadsheet.xlsx


Bulk ERA Reporting Spreadsheet.xlsx
Requested Bulk Information

		Bulk Emergency Rental Assistance Requested Information

		Please provide the following information: (Note: A Bulk ERA Intake Spreadsheet has been provided under the second tab for your convenience) 



		Unique Identifier/Reference Number		Unique case identifier/reference number assigned by your office.



		Title		Brief identifier for the case. It could be the name of the subject in question or any specific detail that may help identify one case from another.



		Case Summary		A narrative description of the case. If known, please include the amount(s) of the suspected fraud/improper payments and if known, whether they involve ERA1 funds, ERA2 funds, or both. For subrecipients, please include the name of the grantee providing the ERA funds.



		Location		Location where the attempted/suspected fraud was initially identified.



		Date Received		The date the attempted/suspected fraud was initially identified. If unavailable, please provide the date your office received information on the attempted/suspected fraud. 



		Grantee/Subrecipient Information		Please provide any information available for each columns as requested for each reported case.  



		Subject Information		Please provide information regarding the individual suspected of having attempted/committed the fraud, including Internet Protocol (IP) addresses used to perpetuate the alleged/suspected fraud, if known. 



		Other Information		Provide information regarding  the amount of potential or actual fraud, the source of funds (the breakout between ERA1 and ERA2), and whether the case has been referred to another (Federal, State, local, Territory, or Tribal) law enforcement agency.







Bulk ERA Intake Spreadsheet

		BULK EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE INTAKE SPREADSHEET

		Case Data										Grantee/Subrecipient Information										Subject Information												Other Information

		Unique Case Identifier/ Reference Number		Title		Case Summary		Location		Date Received		Reporting Entity Name		Reporting Entity's Physical Address		Contact Name		Contact Email Address		Contact Phone Number		Subject's
Full Name		Subject's Email Address		Subject's Physical Address		Subject's
Phone Number		Subject's Alternate Phone Number		Subject IP Address(es) Used, if Known		Attempted/Suspected Fraud Amount		Actual Fraud Amount		Source/Amount of Funds: ERA1		Source/Amount of Funds: ERA2		Referral Made to a Law Enforcement Agency (Y/N)		If Yes, Name of LE Agency


































